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He is a self-doubter and a vacillator like Skule; his
will to achieve is nullified, like that of the heroes of
Grillparzer's tragedies, by his inability to set his will
through. He has his full share of Peer Gynfs
monstrous egoism and vanity; like Peer Gynt he is
intent on willing only his own ego, on being himself;
and hereby he is untrue to himself. The egoism of
the Emperor goes down before the altruism of the
Galilean. And once again, like Falk or Brand, he
cries : " Life or the lie ! " But instead of trampling
under foot that lie—the lie of self-seeking, self-
indulgence, superstition—he makes it the corner-stone
of his faith, and perishes as its victim. The cc all or
nothing " of the Galilean triumphs.
The pivotal idea of the whole tragedy is contained
in Maximos* doctrine of the three kingdoms, which
bears upon it the unmistakable stamp of the Hegelian
philosophy:
There are three kingdoms (he says); first, that kingdom
which was founded on the tree of knowledge; then the king-
dom which was founded on the tree of the Cross. The third
is that great kingdom of mystery, which shall be founded
both on the tree of knowledge and on the tree of the Cross ;
for it hates and loves them both, and has its living sources
under Adam's grove and under Golgotha.
The third kingdom shall swallow up both Emperor
and Galilean ; in it, the child and the youth shall grow
to manhood. " Logos in Pan; Pan in Logos.
Emperor in the kingdom of the spirit; God in that of
the flesh : that is the third kingdom/'
And it is this kingdom that Julian is called upon to
establish—to establish both on freedom and on
necessity; the kingdom that has to be achieved by
willing—willing what must be willed in the great
foreordained design of the world. Julian fails to*
achieve this, his calling, and, in failing, achieves it.
" Thou knowest", says Maximos, " I have never
approved of what, as Emperor, thou hast undertaken
to do. Thou wouldst turn the youth into a child

